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I received a mailing from the St. Louis Area Foodbank. The letter was 1 page, singe-sided, 

leaving a lot of space underutilized. It didn’t have much real emotion, so there wasn’t a lot of 

pull to give. The premium was return-address labels, which is pretty old by now.  

 

A good portion of the valuable information about the organization was buried on the back of the 

labels and almost invisible. I tried to bring some of those details to the letter, as well as 

including some personification, yet keeping to the short length (2 pages) instead of a much more 

expansive letter. I think more length would work even better, but this was designed to be a test of 

the writing, rather than the volume. 

 

In order to get some feedback, I sent this letter to my e-mail file. The response was nearly 2-1 in 

favor of this letter over the one I received. 

 

********** 

 

 

Dear Generous Neighbor, 

 

 I sincerely hope you aren’t one of the tens of thousands who visited the St. Louis Area 

Foodbank’s partner food pantries in the last month. I hope you have had enough healthy, tasty 

food to eat each and every day. 

 

 However, you and I both know that’s not the case for everyone. The St. Louis region is 

filled with too many stories of need… 

 

 Stories like Jackson’s. He’s the youngest of a single mother’s three sons. Even though 

she works two jobs, his trip to the emergency room a couple of months ago is still costing them. 

They had to visit their local food pantry three Saturdays in a row to make sure there was enough 

to eat. 

 

 When asked what he wants for Christmas, Jackson’s answer was quite simple: 

 

 

 

 

I want to have dinner with my family every 

day. Stuff that’s not cereal or Pop Tarts. 

- Jackson K. 

 

 
 

 His local food pantry helped provide fresh produce, nutritious meats and cheeses, and 

staples that his family just couldn’t afford in a moment of crisis. They’re making his Christmas 

wish come true. 
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Every day we hear stories like Deanna’s. After volunteering with the food pantry at her 

church for five years, she suddenly found herself a customer. All her possessions burned in an 

apartment fire on a bitterly cold February morning. She had nothing but a truck and the clothes 

on her back.  

 

 

Over the next three months, the food pantry 

became like a second home to me. I always 

knew I could count on them for the help I 

didn’t think I’d ever need. But I did. I can’t 

imagine what I’d have done without it. 

 

- Deanna S.

 

 It’s people like Deanna that we serve: those who never expected to need help, but do. 

Those who caught an unlucky break in a tough period of life. 

 

That’s why I’m asking for your help this season. The St. Louis Area Foodbank partners 

with hundreds of local food pantries like those that serve Jackson and Deanna, and thousands of 

others besides. Your gift goes a long way to relieving the stress and tension too many of our 

neighbors face daily. Gifts like: 

 

• $13 feeds a family of 4 two meals a day for an entire week 

• $25 provides 100 meals for hungry children and families 

• $55 stocks 1 meal in 220 neighborhood food pantries 

 

Would you please join with me and the other 24,000 donors in the St. Louis region who 

generously give to the St. Louis Area Foodbank? Will you respond with your sincerely 

appreciated gift today? Your donation will provide essential help for those in need right now. 

And it will ensure that our local food pantry partners are always available in the future. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Frank Finnegan 

President & CEO 

 

 

P.S. You might have noticed that I did not include a trinket to guilt you into giving. This is to 

ensure that more of your donation goes to fund our local food pantries. And, it’s because I 

believe in your generosity so much that I don’t think you need to be bribed. When you give, 

though, rest assured I will show my gratitude with a set of personalized return-address labels 

with your thank-you note. Please return the enclosed card with your most generous gift today. 


