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This letter is written as part of a new acquisition packet. It is intended to introduce an arts-
lover (a donor to the Symphony or similar organization, or purchaser of membership to the 
Art Museum) to the St. Louis Poetry Center and solicit new memberships.  
 
The ask string is quite aggressive for an acquisition letter – up to $500, which is likely 
unreasonable for a new donor, but since the organization includes this level and higher on 
their online donation page, I thought it was a reasonable presentation. 
 
The poem and quotes are artificial, but I think they work well to break up and personalize 
the copy, similar to how pictures would for an appeal of an organization supplying basic 
needs. The premium is two small refrigerator magnets approximately 3” x 4”, with the St. 
Louis Poetry Center logo and contact information at top, printed with recent poems 
published instead of a calendar or generic quote. This will be a visible reminder of the Poetry 
Center each day. 
 

********** 
 
Dear Fellow Arts Appreciator, 
 
 Have you noticed that poetry seems to be fading in importance among the 21st 
century public? Have you seen that places which once highlighted the value of the written 
and spoken word now give it little more than a passing thought? 
 
 Your friends wish they could hear good poetry far off the college campus. Don’t 
you ever wonder when you’ll run across a slam inside a grocery store? And you would love 
it if your neighbor’s kids came bursting into your house to tell you of the famous poet 
who came to their classroom that afternoon. 
 

It CAN Happen. And YOUR Help Is Needed. 
 

 At the St. Louis Poetry Center, we believe that all people can write poetry. In fact, 
we believe it so strongly that we spend virtually all of our time working with programs 
that do just that. Programs like… 
 

• Midtown After School Program.  Youths from age 6 to 16 have the opportunity to 
work with real poet educators in a classroom setting. They learn structure, style, 
rhythm, interpretation, and write their own pieces. 
 

• IMPACT STL.   For those with limited access to other community and social 
service programs, the Poetry Center partners with IMPACT STL to bridge the gap. 
 

• Poets in Prison.  It may be cliché, but it’s true. Poets still visit and teach classes 
in prison. And we see that the power of the written and spoken word still 
transforms lives. 
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• Safe Connections Workshops.  This program, in partnership with Safe 
Connections1, hosts a series of ten poetry workshops. Participants will explore the 
power of poetry to heal lives and reclaim authority. 
 

• Stanley Hanks Memorial Contest.   Our annual contest allows Missouri poets 
to showcase their work and expand their audience. 
 

• Beverly Hopkins Memorial High School Contest.  For high school students only, this 
contest allows developing poets to exhibit their work in a professional setting 
 

• and many more 
 

And that’s where you come in. Your membership in the St. Louis Poetry Center will 
enable the Center to continue providing dynamic and integrative programs all over the St. 
Louis region. 

 
Finding Poets and Poetry in Unexpected Places. 

 
 Have you ever heard a sonnet at Dierberg’s? No? Well, if you attend one of the 

‘second friday’ events, you will. They happen the second Friday of the month, all over the 
region. Sometimes even at a grocery store, like Dierberg’s next January. 
 
 Did you ever think a seventy-year-old grandmother would finally have her first 
poem published? Neither did Doris P., until she workshopped “Truth Is” with a visiting 
artist. She went on to submit it to MyPretendJournal and had it published last fall. I’ve got 
the first few lines here: 
 

TRUTH IS 
Doris P 

 
MyPretendJournal 

 
 
Truth is, I never meant 
to hurt him. 
just wing him a little bit, 
but his heart, they said 
just couldn’t handle  
the stress.  
 

                                                     
1 Safe Connections is a domestic violence/sexual assault counseling and prevention agency. 
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… 
 
 You can’t imagine how happy she was to show us all at the Poetry Center the five 
author copies she received upon publication. We knew that such honor was well-
deserved. 
 

An Influence Beyond Measure 
 

 We hear all the time of the power of poetry to change lives. In their own words: 
 
 I won the High School Contest (2007) and since have gone on to publish more than a 
hundred poems. My third chapbook is coming out next month, and I’ve just recently been 
awarded tenure. Thank you, St. Louis Poetry Society, for supporting me for all these years. 

Kyle T, University of [Blankspace] 
 

 Miss Kacie came to visit us in the jail. At first I didn’t think I’d like it. But then she 
was smiling and happy, and everyone liked her, so I gave it a shot. Now I write every day. I 
can’t imagine a world without my poem book.  

Devon K, [St. Louis County Jail] 
 

 We hear and see stories all the time of the transformations empowered by poetry. 
From classics to modern, from sonnet to free-form, Abel to Whitman, poetry has the unique 
ability to make new people or recharge those who’ve lost their spark. 

[Joanna B], Missouri Arts Council 
 

A Fading Light? Hardly 
 

 Do you remember that fading poem on the outside of the envelope? The one that 
asked whether poetry’s impact is decreasing in your community? I think you’ll agree it 
couldn’t be further from the truth. Why? Because you support the St. Louis Poetry Center. 
 

The Center works year-round to ensure that people of all ages and backgrounds 
have access to the infinite possibilities of the written word. Through workshops, contests, 
and outreach programs the Center continues to expand the reach of the arts and artists. 
 
 And that’s where you come in. Your donations to the Poetry Center will ensure 
that there is always support for these innovative and transformational programs… will put 
more poets into classrooms… will give more apprentices invaluable workshop 
experience… will sponsor additional contest prizes for deserving creators. 
 
 Consider this: 
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❖ A $25 donation sponsors a visit to a classroom as part of the Midtown After School 
program. A poet-in-residence will leave a lasting impression. And your name will 
be listed on our website as a Supporter. 
 

❖ A $50 donation provides 2 workshops with Safe Connections. In addition, this 
donation makes you a Member of the St. Louis Poetry Council, which entitles you 
to additional benefits. 

 
❖ A $100 donation marks you as a Benefactor; all the benefits of Membership, plus 

additional freebies throughout the year such as a free entry to the Annual Contest. 
 

❖ A $500 donation is the Laureate level. Your generous support helps provide 6 
hours of workshops for the area. Plus, you will be invited to a special reception 
before the annual contest’s Poetry Concert. 

 
Please return the reply card enclosed with your generous donation and a brochure 

outlining all the benefits of your membership will be sent immediately. 
 
 With your help, the St. Louis Poetry Center will remain a vibrant, impactful part of 
the St. Louis arts scene for years to come. We’ve already been here for 70 years. Without 
your support, we might not make another 5, much less another decade.  
 

And then, unfortunately, that fading influence just might come to pass. So please, 
won’t you join today to be a part of this great organization? 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 

Dwight Bitikofer 
President, St. Louis Poetry Center 

 
 

P.S. Please accept, at no cost, these refrigerator magnets to proudly display some of the 
St. Louis Poetry Center’s recent work. The first is an Honorable Mention poem from the 
2017 Beverly Hopkins Memorial High School Contest, “Stay, Don’t Go”, by Emerson 
Calloway Sarni. The second is “Rift”, by Dave Malone, which speaks to the different 
perspectives of life. May they inspire you as much as us. 


