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A sample blog post (spec) for the St Louis Poetry Center. This is intended to be a monthly 
summary of some activities and upcoming events for Poetry Center e-mail regulars. This is a 
combination of actual events and invented stories. 
 
 
October 6, 2017 
 
ICYMI – In case you missed it; a short round-up of recent St. Louis Poetry Center 
events: 
 
September 17  Sunday Workshop with Dana Levin  Fifteen poems were 
submitted and Dana provided written critiques on all, with 8 selected for discussion 
during the workshop. Said Cara Knight, whose poem “Inside Rail”, was presented last, 
“That was a wonderful experience. Dana was so encouraging and helpful, and I got 
great feedback from the other participants, too.” 
 
September 21-23 Bookfest St. Louis Attendees took in lectures and heard panel 
discussions covering not just poetry but science fiction, memoir, young adult adventure, 
mystery, and horror. Look for the return next fall, as this was such a success it will be 
impossible to ignore again! 
 
September 30  100 Thousand Poets and Musicians for Change – St Louis  This 
local offshoot of the worldwide poetry reading brought together nearly a hundred poets 
and fans for an afternoon and evening filled with the spoken word. Messages of 
resisting police violence, encouraging social activism, and respectful environmental 
policy resonated with performers and audience alike. 
 
October 2  Observable Readings with Erika L. Sanchez, Pamela Garvey, 
and JR Tappenden  An hour was not enough for these three accomplished poets, 
who could have read all night. Afterwards, Sanchez and Tappenden could be seen 
conversing with audience members for the better part of an hour. 
 
 
UPCOMING – A few of the deadlines on the horizon. 
 
2 days!   October 8, at midnight, is the deadline to submit works for the 
Sunday Workshop on October 15 with Jessica Baran. Don’t miss it! submit now [link opens 

an e-mail to Sunday.workshop@stlouispoetrycenter.org, “Workshop Submission” auto-filled in subject, 
with text reading “Please attach your poem as Microsoft Word document”.] 

 
October 13  second friday – with featured poet Billy Bentonhurst and musician 
Olympia (Lyn Glynias) at Dierberg’s Market in Des Peres. 
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October 24   Poetry at the Point – with Liz Hughes Wiley, Lynne Musselman, 
and Amy Holman, at The Focal Point in St. Louis. 
 
November 6  Observable Readings – with Marjorie Stelmach, Kimberly Johnson, 
and Jay Hopler, at Dressel’s Public House in the Central West End. 
 
As always, bios and publications of featured poets can be found in our Newsletter. [Link 

opens the Fall 2017 newsletter in .pdf] 

 
 
PROFILE – As always, each month we feature either a St. Louis Poetry Center 
supporting member. This month we’re departing just a little bit, and asking our two 
questions to recently-retired Board Member Mary Ann deGrandpre Kelly. 
 
[this side should be a profile picture of 
Ms. Kelly]  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Question:  You served three years as 
a Board member. What’s one thing you 
remember best from your time on the St. 
Louis Poetry Center Board? 
 
Answer: Probably the sense of 
connection I felt, and everyone else felt, too, 
just being there in that place and knowing 
we all were striving for the same thing – to 
bring more to St. Louis, to expand the 
impact of poetry to all people, to bring more 
out of those we touched. 

 
Question:  Got any juicy gossip? 
 
Answer: [laughs] Oh, goodness yes! You wouldn’t believe the pranks Dwight Bitikofer and 
Ron Feldman used to pull on all the new Board Members during their first meeting. From pages 
missing in the agenda to quarters glued to the floor, it was always exciting to see what they 
would come up with. Just ask Ted Mathys about the hallway sponge! 
 
 
AS ALWAYS – Thank you to all those who financially support the St. Louis Poetry 
Center. If you have not yet made a gift this year, would you please consider donating 
now [link opens the donation webpage, with radio buttons of $25, $50, and $100, with $100 auto-filled]  
so that more of these events can continue around the region? It is only with your help 
that the Poetry Center can continue to bring such high-quality experiences to you and 
your community. 


