
Dear [Carolyn], 

By age seven, Elian already had four different homes. The first three years were good, with his 

whole family in one house. When the economy started tanking, he and his mother moved in 

with an aunt for two years. Then, when they couldn’t stay there any longer, he lived with his 

father three towns away. 

Finally, he and his mother ended up in a run-down apartment. Without running water. 

But why? Why couldn’t they stay in one place? Why did his mother keep moving?  

It’s not like she wanted to. She would have preferred raise Elian in a stable, sensible home. 

But this was the 1950s, in Cuba, and things were starting to get bad. 

Tensions between the U.S. and Russia increased daily. Russia placed missiles within the Cuban 

borders, threatening the U.S. And the U.S. retaliated on Cuba, causing stress, confusion, and 

those relocations. 

 

Fearing Trouble, Finding Hope 

And that’s when Elian came to us. 

He came for hope. 

He came for opportunity. 

He came as part of a group of 43 refugees, in 1962, in the first group of those that Catholic 

Charities of Tennessee has helped. 

He came with his mother and 41 others, and over the years support of generous donors 

(perhaps like you?) has given them the chance to recover and thrive. 

Over 10,000 refugees like Elian have come through our doors, and found healing, hope, 

and a renewed prospect for the future. 

They come from Cuba, Bhutan, Burma, and more… 

• 47 families from Somalia arrived throughout the summers of 2016 and 2017, resettling 

in 4 different counties around Nashville. 

• Sudanese professionals, including lawyers, doctors, and nurses have had to flee the 

troubles in their home country. 

• Najeewa and her mother from Iraq received a bundle of clothes selected just for them, 

along with some basic furnishings for their apartment. 

• And more, with needs too numerous to list. 

Every one of these refugees has needed, and found, help from Catholic Charities. Even a gift as 

simple as $25 begins supplying an apartment with the basics. But those aren’t the only needs your 

gift helps. 



 

A Forever Home Means Forever Love 

Every day we see this world’s impact on children. Every day we meet infants, toddlers, and 

youths who need a family. Our adoption services regularly visit homes for home studies, trying 

to find just the right place.  

You might recognize some of our adoptees. You’ve probably seen them, even if you didn’t 

know it. Over the past decades we have helped hundreds of boys and girls find their forever 

home – the place where the don’t have to move again. In the past year we completed over 400 

home studies. That’s over 400 new families created, because generous, caring community 

members like you donate. 

Your gift of $40 would help support a home study, free of charge, to a deserving 

adoptive family. 

And when you give, you can trust that your donation is being put to good use, in one of our 

many adoption-related programs: 

• FOCUS, or Finding Our Children Unconditional Support, which works to place 

children age 9 and over. 

• ASAP, Adoption Support & Preservation, which strives to ensure every placement is 

positive from the first home study to completion. 

• Caring Choices, the state-licensed adoption agency operated by Catholic Charities. 

Caring Choices guides families through the four-step adoption process from application 

to placement. 

• the International Adoption Counselor, who works with any qualified adoption agency 

and is Hague Accredited. This accreditation means Catholic Charities is committed to 

supporting adoptions in the best interest of the child. 

 

My adoption was the best thing ever! I love my 

family and they love me.  

– Terrence P. 

Adoption was the most satisfying thing we have 

ever done. Terrence has brought joy and 

fulfillment to our lives in ways we never 

imagined. 

- Chrystal P. 

 

 

Refugee support and adoption services are just two of the ways Catholic Charities helps your 

world. 

 

Terrence and Chrystal, Lebanon, TN 



From Youths to Seniors, and Everyone In-Between 

By now you’ve seen that there is a great need to help refugees and adoptive children. But it 

doesn’t stop there. With help from generous donors, Catholic Charities… 

Provides basic needs services, like a Christmas Wishes program so that more than 1,200 people 

can have a happy holiday… partners with the United Way and Salvation Army in the Family 

Empowerment Program… participates in the Second Harvest Food Bank of Middle Tennessee 

distribution to East Nashville and South Nashville… 

Created the Support Circle program to help those who have experienced homelessness… Cared 

for Hispanic families with ESL classes, interpretation services, and mental health support… 

Closed the employment gap by offering a Sewing Training Academy… 

And more, including services for all ages. 

Generous supporters like you make this possible. 

 

A Large Need and Quality Solutions 

Our Interpretation Translation Volunteers provide services in ten languages. Adoption 

placements go into 37 different Tennessee counties. Eighteen different volunteer programs are 

available on a daily basis. 

This is not a small program. This takes work and coordination. It takes people who know what 

they are doing. Thankfully, Catholic Charities has over 50 years of experience meeting those 

needs with competent, qualified staff. Not to mention our hundreds of top-notch volunteers. 

And it shows. In 2010, the Refugee Youth program won the Family Strengthening Award from 

the Annie E. Casey Foundation. One of only 3 such programs in the entire United States to get 

that award. 

In addition, the Office of Refugee Resettlement has picked the Tennessee Office for Refugees 

(TOR) to be the sole administrator of federal refugee assistance. The TOR is a department of 

Catholic Charities of Tennessee. The selection puts yet another stamp of approval on the good 

work being done daily within our walls. 

Will you please support this high-quality effort with a gift of $75 today? 

 

Every Dollar Counts 

Federal funds only go so far and cover only so much. Every year more and more refugees flee 

war-torn homelands. Every month immigrants look to Catholic Charities for translation services 

or help navigating an imposing bureaucracy. Every week your elderly neighbors receive a 

caring smile as a volunteer delivers a healthy meal. 



Every contact is touched with the generosity of donors like yourself. $25 would provide a full 

week’s worth of supplies, snacks, homework assistance, and hands-on activities to a refugee 

youth in the aftershool program.  

$75 would provide a bag of clothing to a child just entering foster care. $125 can provide bus 

passes to 5 individuals entering the job training program. Will you please donate today? 

We would love to be able to tell more success stories. Stories like that of Elian, who came to us 

from Cuba, back in 1962, when he was just 7 years old. Now, he’s all grown up. He has 3 

children and 7 grandchildren of his own. 

 

Elian says, “I am so grateful for all the people 

who helped me and my family throughout the 

years. We would not be anywhere near where we 

are today without all you have done for us.” 

It’s true. Without support from generous 

community members like you, Catholic Charities 

would never be able to provide as much support 

and love as we have over the years.  

 

 

Please, make your best gift today by completing the attached card and enclosing it in the reply 

envelope. Our community is so much better for your support. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Pamela Russo, 

Executive Director, Catholic Charities of Tennessee 

 

P.S. Catholic Charities of Tennessee serves all people, regardless of race, color, religion, 

national origin, or financial ability. With your help we can provide relocation assistance to 

refugees… companionship and care programs for the elderly… adoption services to the 

neediest cases… job training for so many. But we can’t do it alone. Will you please give now to 

provide care, comfort, and loving homes to all of God’s people? Don’t wait another day – they might 

lose all hope without your help. 

Elian and his grandson Peter 


