
 

 

 

 

 

October 16, 2018 

 

Mr. John Q. Sample 

123 Main Street 

Apartment 1A 

Anytown, USA 12345 

 

Dear John, 

 

What a week! We just wrapped up Homecoming 2018, and I hope you had as much fun as I did. 

From the Mr. Maryville pageant on Monday, to the Athletics Hall of Fame induction ceremony, 

to the President’s Reception (my personal favorite) in a packed Gander Hall, the Maryville 

campus was buzzing all week. 

 

You see, this was a special Homecoming for me in a couple of ways. Not only was I back to see 

my classmates and friends, this spring I returned as the Director of Athletics and Recreation. 

After spending a few years on the East Coast, I’ve come back to where I lived over half my life. 

Back to the campus and the students I love. I’ve come home to Maryville. You know what? 

 

You came back, too! 

 

Our journeys may have taken us many places across the country, but we can always call 

Maryville “home.” Just like a remodeling project on your house, Maryville is always updating 

the campus, the curriculum and the student experience. Truly, there’s a revolution in higher 

education happening here.  

 

It’s helping thousands of men and women to improve their communities around the country and 

across the globe through quality online education. And it’s creating a well-rounded community 

by giving back. Have you heard about Maryville Reaches Out, our annual campus-wide day of 

service for students, faculty, staff and alumni? 

 

Here’s the best part: You make this happen. As part of our community of alumni and friends, 

you make these transformational learning experiences come alive every day with your gifts to the 

Annual Fund. Can you do that today with a gift of $25, $50, $150 or more? 

 

I know it might not seem like a lot. I mean, what’s $25? A few cups of coffee? Might not even 

seem like you can get dinner and a movie for that these days. But it matters to the students. 

Every time you donate, you show pride in the good that is done here…you stand with a 

community that stands for something…you enable scholarships, dynamic student life 

experiences, superior student-faculty relationships and, of course, a vibrant Athletics program! 

 



Every gift makes a difference. From financial assistance to over 90 percent of the student 

body…to the Walker Scottish Rite Clinic, where children ages two through six receive FREE 

speech-language therapy provided by our certified speech-language therapists…to the Cyber 

Fusion Center, where students provide FREE cyber security services to local nonprofit 

organizations as part of the curriculum…your gifts to the Annual Fund matter.  

 

They matter because they form the foundation of the transformational education experience here 

at Maryville. They matter because they show you’re coming home, too, coming back once more 

to support everything here that makes this place unique. They matter because without you, it just 

wouldn’t be the same. 

 

It’s more than financial support. It’s values. 

 

What do you value? Do you value lifelong learning? Do you value a diverse and inclusive 

learning environment? Do you value giving back? Are you willing to show all those values by 

showing your connection to Maryville? You came back for Homecoming. Will you come back to 

the Annual Fund with a gift today? 

 

As you may know, I like to practice what I preach, so yes! I will be adding my personal gift to 

Maryville in honor of this great past week. 
 

Again, thank you for coming back to campus. Thank you for being a part of the Maryville 

community. Thank you for your support. Most importantly, thank you for sharing your time and 

your energy with us.  

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
 

Lonnie Folks, ’82, ’98 

Director of Athletics and Recreation 

 

P.S. I hope you don’t feel like you’ve missed out, just because you couldn’t be a part of 

everything. Trust me, nobody could. There was just too much. But we’d love to know 

what you enjoyed about Homecoming week. Please email alumni@maryville.edu with 

your best memories and/or candid shots of all the fun you had. 

 

P.P.S.  Remember, if you give to Maryville, you’ll support students right away. A monthly 

pledge of $5, $10 or $25 makes a big difference. Go to www.maryville.edu/give to make 

your secure, online gift today. Please let us know today that you’re coming back to 

support Maryville too! 


